The subject discussed in this paper is of the greatest importance, and has hitherto attracted but comparatively little attention. Great labour has been expended on the investigation of the causes, remote, predisposing, and proximate, of fever; but the interval between the reception or the impression of the cause of disease, and its manifest operation on the animal economy, in the shape of unequivocal disorder, seems to have excited little examination, or even speculation. It Unfortunately this is a period in which the physician is seldom summoned?hence the want of information on this important subject. It is of considerable moment in all cases, to investigate the cause of disease which has been applied. Thus, if it was an impression of cold upon the system, the means of counteracting the effects will be different from those employed where contagion has been received. In the latter case, our author believes, and we agree with him, that the fever can rarely be cut short. In general, and in spite of every effort, contagious disease will run a certain course?and, though it may be mitigated in severity, will seldom be stopped short in its career. " The remedies which alone succeed in cutting short fever, are those which give a shock to the system ; and the stronger the shock be, provided the constitution be able to endure its action, the more certainly will it succeed in extinguishing the disease. Occasionally, powerful emetics administered during the latent period, will give the system a shock sufficient to alter the course of the symptoms, and to enable the constitution to throw off" the disease. Emetics, however, even They will also be useful in putting young men, who have imbibed the new doctrines, on their guard, when they approach the beds of those who lie ill with the fevers in question.
